
Dear Parents, Guardians and Community Members 
 
What a fantastic fortnight we have had at Yakamia, with lots of things 
happening across the school. The Year 6 students spent 3 days at Camp 
Quarannup and had a fabulous time exploring their surrounds, building shelters 
and completing team tasks. Thank you to all staff who attending this camp, the 
students had a terrific time. 
 
The School Choir performed at the Great 
Southern Schools Music Festival on Thursday 8 
September and did a fabulous job. They sung 
with great enthusiasm and sounded amazing. 
Well done Choir students. And a big thank you 
to Mrs Grosshans and Mr Fisher for your 
teaching and music and to Mrs Tierney and Mrs 
Norman for helping on the night. 
 
The Yr 3-6 students had a special author visit 
last Friday. Cristy Burne, Perth-based children’s 
author, has written a range of books that 
integrate science, creativity and adventure and 
gave our students many tips for great writing.  
  
The City of Albany Library attended this 
incursion and announced two winners from 
Yakamia Primary School for the Book Week 
Book Mark competition. Dakota from Room  16, 
Year 4 has won the major prize of a digital tablet and Henry from Room 15, 
Year 5, has won one of first division prizes being a book and a voucher. 
Congratulations to you both. 
 
Musica Viva attended the school on Monday 12 September and students were 
very fortunate to hear the ‘Adventures in Antarcica’ played on the harp by Alice 
Giles and Liena Lacey. Mrs Grosshans and class teachers have worked 
throughout the term with student on the music played at this incursion which 
made it very engaging for all student.  
 
On Wednesday we had our annual whole school Learning Journey. Thank you 
to all families who braved the cold weather and attended this event. It was 
wonderful to see so many families engaging in classrooms and seeing the 
wonderful things their children have been learning this year. Thank you to the 
P&C for the catering and volunteering your time to serve people at the pop-up 
café. Thank you to all parents who volunteered and donated cakes and cookies 
for the event. We appreciated all your support and efforts.  
 

From the Principal DATES TO  
REMEMBER 

 
WEEK  10 

Wednesday 21 September 
P&C Disco 

Thursday 22 September 
Public holiday 

Friday 23 September     
Last day of Term 3 

 
Term 4 

Students commence 
Monday 10 October 

 
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS  

Thursday 8:30—9am 
EFTPOS available 
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The Year 4-6 Scitech visit was moved to Thursday 15 September due to the 
public holiday on the 22 September. Students were involved in a thrilling 
presentation and class workshop and were engaged in a number of fun science 
activities. Thank you to Mrs Hodgkinson for organising this for our students. 
Going to school every day is vitally important so that your child does not miss out 
on important ideas, concepts, knowledge and skills for future learning.  At our 
school, we want your children to do their very best but  to get the best education, 
they need to go to school every day.  By working together, our school community 
can support your child’s attendance. 
We track and monitor the attendance of each child at our school. If you child’s 
attendance falls below 90% they are at risk of not achieving their full potential 
and you will receive a letter from us letting you know your child is ‘at risk’ and we 
will work with you to overcome problems affecting attendance.  
Please see the table below which shows how missing just one day a fortnight has a detrimental impact on 
your child’s 13 years of education.  

What can you do to help your child to have regular attendance and the best opportunity at school? 
• Have a set time for your child to go to bed at night and get up in the morning. 
• Have their uniform and school bag ready the night before. 
• Have a set time for breakfast. 
• Set a time for daily homework activities.  
• Talk about school positively. 
• If running late, encourage your child to still go to school and reassure them that you will let the 

school know. 
• Organise for your child to meet a friend before school so they can arrive at school together. 
• Get involved at school through volunteering or participate in school programs, events or join the 

Parents and Citizens’ Association. 
If your child is away from school please let their teacher or the office know the reason as soon as possible. 
You are able to write a note or email to your child’s teacher or the office staff to explain the absence or 
respond to our text message. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Some thing EXCITING is happening in our Library on the holidays!! Mrs 
Wilkes has been busily working with an number of  people this year to 
refurbish our library and make it a modern and inviting space for all of our 
students and families to enjoy. We are looking forward to sharing this 
transformation with you next term! 
A reminder that next Wednesday is the school disco run by the P&C. 

Thursday the 22 September is a public holiday as a national day of mourning for the late Queen Elizabeth 
II, and Friday is the last day of school for Term 3. I wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable school holidays. 
Students return for Term 4 on  Monday 10 October.  
Kind regards—Gemma Larham 

Continued: 
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Time Missed per: 90% Attendance 80% Attendance 70% Attendance 

Fortnight 1 day 2 days 3 days 

Term 1 week 2 weeks 3 weeks 

Year 4 weeks 8 weeks 12 weeks 

13 Year Period 1 school year + 
12 weeks 

Over 2½ school years Almost 4 school years 



It is important for children to attend school all day, every day. 
 
When is it OK to not go to school? 

An OK reason is one that prevents your child from getting to school.  This could include: 
- your child is unable to attend because they are sick 
- attending cultural or religious observances such as sorry time and funerals 
- an unavoidable medical appointment  
- an unavoidable natural event such as flood waters or a cyclone 
The Principal decides if the reason given for your child’s absence is acceptable. 
 

It’s NOT OK to miss school if your child: 
- is celebrating a birthday 
- is going on a family holiday 
- is visiting family and friends 
- has slept in or had a big weekend 
- is looking after other children 
- has sport or other recreational activities that have not been approved by the school 
- has appointment such as haircuts and minor check ups 
If possible, routine medical and other health appointments should be made either before or after school, or 
during the school holidays. 
The School Education Act 1999 does not allow principals to give permission for families to take 
holidays during the school term.  As students are required to attend school every day, time off for 
holidays is recorded as an  unauthorised absence. 
 

Do you need to let the school know if your child will be away from school? 
Yes, you need to let the school know the reason why your child is going to be, or has been, absent from 
school as soon as possible.  Where possible, please discuss any upcoming absences in advance so we 
can let you know of important learning or activities your child will miss out on.  
This requires a responsible person, usually a parent, to provide a reason for the absence within three 
school days.  
Having information about why your child is missing school helps us plan for their return to school and work 
out whether we can provide any further help to you.  
 

Why is going to school so important? 
• At school, many concepts such as literacy and numeracy are taught in a sequence. Missing school  

means missing out on learning – which can often make it difficult to catch up later. This is particular       
important in the early years when essential foundation skills are being taught. 

• Going to school every day helps children learn the important life skill of ‘showing up’ – at school, at 
work, to sport and other commitments. 

• Research from the Western Australian Telethon Kids Institute shows that every day at school counts 
towards a student’s learning. Students who attend regularly, generally do better at school and in life. 

School News—When is it OK to miss school? 
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The children in Room 34 have embraced the school wide Antarctica theme during 
Term 3. We have enjoyed writing narrative stories about Yaka and Karen’s 
adventure to Antarctica. Our classroom is decorated with our artwork. This included 
icebreaker ships, penguins and seals. 
We concluded our Antarctica theme with our annual class assembly. The students 
decorated the stage with their artwork, icebergs and a painted backdrop of the 
icebreaker Aurora Australis. 
The students dressed as penguins, wore bright red bowties and a mask. They sang 
a song from Musical Viva called “I Am A Little Penguin” and “The Penguin Song”. 
Mrs Kohlen thinks we are stars! We would like to give a big Thank You to Mrs 
Grosshans, Mr Fisher and Mr Mackenzie for all your help. 

 

 

Room 34 
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The Year Four, Five and Six students were treated to an exciting and engaging chemistry incursion by Scitech on 15 
September. Firstly, classes were involved in an interactive demonstration, which included finding out about the 
different properties of paper and their flammability. Next, they discovered how ultraviolet light reacts to different clear 
liquids and they learned about the properties of quinine in tonic water and how it reacts to ultraviolet light. After that, 
they observed how we can use red cabbage to test the pH of different liquids. The grand finale was the creation of 
elephant's toothpaste which drew lots of cheers! 
In the workshops, students completed a hands-on medical challenge using common household products to see if 
they can protect a tablet form bring absorbed in a simulated stomach (vinegar), learning about the different 
properties of each ingredient. 
It was wonderful to observe the student's collaboration, enthusiasm and joy and representing the school with great 
behaviour. Thank you to Elise and Alyshia from Scitech for your visit. 

Scitech Visit —Years 4-6 
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During Week 8 the year sixes from Room 12 and 13 were super excited to attend Camp Quaranup for two nights. For many 
students, attending camp was our first experience of being away from families. We got to stay in dormitories named after 
Albany landmarks such as Michaelmas, Gull and Breaksea.  
 
While at Camp Quaranup we participated in activities like geocaching, archery, wild bush shelter building and one of our 
favourite activities, the Sensation Trail. For the sensation trail we had to be blindfolded and navigate a bush obstacle course 
using our other senses.  
In the evenings, after our delicious dinners, we had an indoor sports night and the Year Six Camp Quiz night.  
 
Camp was a great experience, and all of our students need to be congratulated for consistently showing consideration to 
each other, their excellent behaviour and fabulous participation in all camp experiences.  
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Camp Reflections 
Archery: Learning how to shoot an arrow and get 2 bullseyes. Sensation Trail: Learning to 
communicate and use other senses. - Brooke Elphick 
I liked doing Geocaching and Archery. I liked geocaching because it was basically a treas-
ure hunt. The reason I liked archery was because I like the idea of tensioning a stick and 
firing it at a rapid speed. - Jacob Obourne 
I really enjoyed archery. I loved the food. - Lily B 
While at camp I enjoyed the archery because it was something new that I tried and liked. 
I also found the sensation trail interesting because it was fun to experience a few hours 
blindfolded. - Angel  
What I liked most about camp was the sensation trail because it was mostly about cooper-
ation and it was the longest thing there and it was also about learning about a disability. - 
Kohen  
My favourite part of camp was Archery. I unlocked a part of me that I probably never would 
have if I didn’t go to camp and try it. - Annaliegh  
My favourite part of camp was when we did the sensation trail and the shelter building. - 
Brooklyn  
I loved camp! My favourite part was archery but shelter building would have been better if it was sunny. Also the dorms were cool 
– I would stay a week longer if I could. - Eden  
My favourite thing on camp was the walk we went on which went along the beach and up and around the mountain. - Beau  
Some of the things that I enjoyed at camp was archery, geocaching and my birthday. - Tully  
What I liked on camp was archery and geocaching. I found archery to be really fun and geocaching was exciting. - Jasper D 
My favourite part of camp was doing the archery and geocaching and it was interesting when we did the shelter building. - Ashley  
My favourite part of camp ws the archery in the shed down the back and I was happy they had lots of gluten free food for me and 
Max. - Ethan  
My favourite parts of school camp were when we did archery and shelter building because with the shelter building I learnt lots of 
new knots. My favourite part of archery was learning the stance you have to use. - Beldon  
I loved geocaching and archery they were both fun. - Natalie  
On camp I was about 4 meters away from a mum kangaroo with a joey in her pouch. - Elle D 
My favourite part of camp was geocaching and archery, plus having fun with my friends. - Summer  
My favourite things to do at Camp Quaranup were archery and geocaching. – Mapesho 
Camp was fun because of the activities and my hibernation was relaxing. - Axel 
Camp was really cool because on Tuesday we got to join in with shelter building and do the sensation trail. – Sienna 
One thing I loved about camp was doing things like shelter building with my friends. - Bella 
My favourite part about camp was when we went geocaching in the bush searching for the hidden 
words. – Max 
My favourite part of camp was the food and my least favourite part was spraining my ankle. - Lily F 
Camp was challenging and fun when we “tried” to make shelter in the pouring rain. - Lily R 
My favourite part of camp was seeing all the kangaroos hopping around. - Jasper S 
I loved doing archery and shelter building with friends. - Arj 
Personally, my favourite part of camp was the sleep. Do I really need to explain? - Charlotte 
My favourite part of camp was archery. - Glen 
I loved the “hibernating” joke at camp. – William 
We did a Sensation Trail, Geocaching, Archery and Team Building. My favourite part of camp was by far Archery. - Rosie 
My favourite part of camp was archery because we had to try to pop balloons. - 
Eloise 
My favourite part of camp was when we did archery because it was fun. - Abby 
My favourite part of camp was when we did archery and shelter building. - Kayden 
I loved when we did archery and shelter building on camp. - Finn 
Camp was so fun. My favourite part was archery. I was happy that I was with my 
friends for most of the time. - Noah N 
My favourite part of camp was going geocaching – Russell 
My favourite part of camp was archery and survival shelter building. It was most  
fun when we got to test to see if our shelter would survive rain. - Angus 
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Honour Certificate Recipients— 9 September 2022 
12 Kohen & Beau 25 Alaska & Conne`r 

13  26 Asia & Ivy 

14 Cassidy & Aimee 33 Jesse & Willow 

15 Maddison, Jacob, Millie & Reese 34 Thomas & Clay 

16 Aylah & Casey 35 Tex & Kiara 

21 Sonny & Ayden 44 Bryce & Delilah 

22 Zya & Zah 45 Isabella & Odin 

23 Katie & Jett MacqLit Noah N, Neeson & Noah F 

Library Recourses available for a small donation: 
• 7 Desks – in computer area 1200 x 900 steel 
frame laminate top – see photo 

• 8 Double sided book shelves – 1800w X 1600H – 
see attached photo (books not included) 

• 12 x Various size wall mounted pinup boards – 
see photo 

• 1 free standing pinup board 
Please contact the school to organise donation and 
pickup. 
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school. We provide this space for community groups to advertise to the 
school community. It is up to parents to scrutinise the activity and 
organisers for their child. 
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